
TABLE OF CONTENTS

LIST OF TABLES xiii
LIST OF FIGURES xiv
ABBREVIATIONS xv

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 1
Epistemologicalproblems ¡nearly trade 2

Socrates and Occam: bookends for an ideal analysis 2
Theory, model and structure: analysis in the real world 3
Floating models: great estates and the substantivist-formalist debate 4
Balancing models: moving past the substantivist-formalist debate 7

Disturbed by trade (past and present) 9
The shipwreck at Uluburun, Turkey: lost at sea in the Late Bronze Age 10
Tel Nami: a 13th century exchange node 15

Orienting analysis toward exchange 20
Keeping sociology and economics in "socioeconomic" 20
Organization of chapters and the means and relations of exchange 22

CHAPTER 2: THE HISTORICAL SETTING 25
A World Bound by Writing 25
The Aegean and Ahhiyawa 27
The Hittite empire 29

Two economically useful Hittite vassals: Ugarit and Emar 31
Hatti and Assyria 32

The Egyptian empire in Syria-Palestine 33
Cyprus (Alasiya), copper supplier to empires 35
Economic motivations 36
People in the margins 36
Impressions of the age 37

CHAPTER 3: THE TECHNOLOGY OF LONG-DISTANCE TRADE 39
Weights 39

Scales in the sky: an enduring icon of fate, order, and judgment 40
Weights in practical context 48

Seals 56
Sealing in the Levant 56
Sealing in Assyria 63

Storage 65
Storage in Assur 65

Labels 69
Transportation: distance, donkeys, and cargoes 70

Cargoes in Egyptian texts 73
Cargoes in texts from Ugarit 75
Cargoes in texts from Assyria 80

Transportation: the capacities of ships, boats, and other vessels 82
Source of the problem 83
Riverine vs. seafaring craft 84

Bibliografische Informationen
http://d-nb.info/994701268

digitalisiert durch

http://d-nb.info/994701268


Unknown quantities 88
Other nautical matters in texts 89

Terms for ships 89
Nautical support on shore 89
Ship equipment 90
Ownership and control of ships 94

Summary 100

CHAPTER 4: FINANCE, CONDUCT, AND LITERACY 105
Finance 105

Royal investment 105
Maritime finance 108
Finance implied in maritime law at Ugarit 115
Kinship finance 116
Credit 116
Middle Assyrian credit 117
Credit in Syria 122
Merchant associations 123
Egyptian finance 125
Summary of finance in texts 125

Exchange conduct 126
Trust through brotherhood: the "royal model" 127
Trust and business: the entrepreneurial model 133
Intersecting modes of conduct 139

Literacy 140
Who was literate? 140
Practical uses of literacy 143
The scribe and the merchant 144
References to literacy in business documents 145

Summary 148
Finance 149
Modes of exchange conduct 149
Literacy and commerce 150

CHAPTER 5: RELATIONS BETWEEN TRADERS AND RULERS 151
Trader-state relations at Ugarit 151

Opinions on trader-state relations at Ugarit 151
Administrative texts 157
Diagramming the oversight of trade 170
Trader-state relations in juridical texts at Ugarit 173
Trader-state ventures at Ugarit 181

Trader-state relations in Egypt 189
Egyptian economy: open or closed? 189
Privatized trade in Egypt? 190
Pictorial evidence 191

Trader-state relations in Hatti 192
Klengel's hypothesis 192
Who were the merchants of Ura? 194

Trader-state relations in the Aegean 196



XI

Homeric questions 197
Trader-state relations in Assyria 199
Trader-state relations-conclusions and impressions 203

CHAPTER 6: FAMILIAL AND ETHNIC RELATIONSHIPS 207
Familial relationships 207

Family in Assyrian trade 208
Family in trade at Ugarit 210
Family in Egyptian trade: pictorial evidence 212
Summary regarding family 215

Ethnic relationships 215
Finding "ethnicity" in the texts 216
Marking the minority in texts relevant to LBA trade 217
Ethnic markers in Syrian texts 219
Ethnic markers in Assyrian texts 222
Ethnic markers in Hittite texts 222
Ethnic markers in Egyptian texts 223
Ethnic markers in Aegean texts 226
Summary of textual evidence for ethnic relationships 230
A sociological view of LBA ethnic trading groups 231
Solving the ethnic trader's dilemma 238
Broader implications-the Joseph story inverted? 241

CHAPTER 7: PRODUCTION, CLASS, AND THE ENTREPRENEURIAL SPHERE 243
Theoretical contributions on production, exchange, and class 243

Production and exchange in archaeology 245
World-systems contributions to production and exchange theory 248
Assyriological contributions 250
Summary: class as mode of accumulation or access to wealth 251

Textual evidence of producer-trader relationships 252
Silent spots and scales of production 252
The Cyprus problem 253
Production in Assyria 255
Trader-producer relations at Ugarit 255
Production in Ugarit-a question of sectors 264
Production at Ugarit-what would Weber do? 266

Conclusions 271
Decentralized economies 271
The entrepreneurial sphere and its classes 273

CHAPTER 8: TRADE, TRADITION, AND TRANSFORMATION 277
Synopsis: towards the merchant's perspective 277

Chapter 3: rational techniques, practices, and organization 277
Chapter 4: raising and discussing money 278
Chapter 5: the trader-state symbiosis 279
Chapter 6: families and foreigners 279
Chapter 7: production and class viewed as sectors and in the round 281
The role of the merchant 281

Competing and cooperating ideals 284



Xll

Profit-seeking and traditionalism 284
Capitalism and its contents 285
The importance of intersocietal networks 287
Capitalists in Late Bronze Age settings 290

Implications and transformations 292
A limited view of production and exchange chains 292
Modeling transformation and collapse 292
Who watches the scales? 297
On the weight of a socioeconomic phenomenon 298

BIBLIOGRAPHY 299

Word index 355
Text index 357
Subject index 361


	IDN:994701268 ONIX:04 [TOC]
	Inhalt
	Seite 1
	Seite 2
	Seite 3
	Seite 4

	Bibliografische Informationen
	http://d-nb.info/994701268



