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Central Neural Mechanisms of Vocalizations
in Birds: J. D. Delius
Because vocal learning is practically absent in mammals, that
at least in those that lend themselves to laboratory investigation, birds
may be the animals closest to man in which we can investigate
physiologically this process fundamental for language acquisition. An
indispensable 'basis for such investigation is knowledge about brain
structures involved in controlling and generating vocal production.
Available information on vocalization substrates in mammals is of little
use because of the diverging structure of the avian brain. Electrical
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*Also, J .D. Delius, unpublished work.
i'M. Biederman-Thorson, personal communication.
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