
Table of Contents

Acknowledgments.................................................................................................. 7

1. Introduction.................................................................................................... 11
1.1 Alexander the Great and the British Empire:

Classical Reception in Context........................................................................ 16
1.2 Travel Writing as a Mode of Classical Reception.............................................. 28
1.3 The Reception of Alexander between Cultural Memory

and Cultural Encounter...................................................................................... 32
1.4 Summary of the Chapters................................................................................... 41

2. Setting the Stage............................................................................................... 46
2.1 Major James Rennell, Geography and the Mapping

of Alexanders Indian Conquest........................................................................ 51
2.2 The Memory of Alexander Between Enlightenment Philosophy

and Geopolitics in Napoleonic Times.............................................................. 62
2.3 Diplomatic Missions and the First Explorations Beyond the ‘Frontier’.......... 75
2.4 The Next Generation of Trans-Frontier Exploration

and the Russian Threat...................................................................................... 91

3. Romancing Alexander.................................................................................... 99
3.1 Afghanistan, Imagination, and the Imitation of Alexander the Great..............103
3.2 Up the Indus and Through Afghanistan: Sir Alexander Burnes

in the Footsteps of Alexander the Great - The Identities of Places
and People......................................................................................................... 111

3.3 ‘General’ Josiah Harlan’s Reception of Alexander the Great:
The Macedonian as Political and Personal Model...............................................129

3.4 ‘‘The Man Who Would Be King” and the Cultural Imagination
of Imperial Aspirations Fashioned on the Reception
of Alexander the Great......................................................................................144

http://d-nb.info/1189542013


10 Table of Contents

4. The Material Fabrics of Memory and the Possession of the Past................ 153
4.1 Early Explorers and the Beginnings of Indo-Afghan Archaeology..................... 158
4.2 The Case of Charles Masson................................................................................165
4.3 Alexander Cunningham and the Archaeological Survey of India..................... 181
4.4 Sir Aurel Stein on Alexander s Tracks..................................................................193
4.5 The Legacy of Colonial Archaeology................................................................208

5 Contested Memories and Collective Identities............................................. 216
5.1 The Military Aspects of Alexander s Memory

along the North-West Frontier............................................................................ 221
5.2 Alexander s Descendants: Colonial Ethnography

and the Strange Case of the Kafirs.......................................................................237
5.3 Thomas Hungerford Holdich, Alexander s Memory

and the Political Geography of Empire...............................................................251
5.4 Coming Full Circle: Holdich and the Memory of Frontier Exploration

from Alexander to the British Empire............................................................... 267

6. Epilogue.............................................................................................................272

List of Figures...........................................................................................................282

Bibliography.............................................................................................................283
Ancient Texts (Editions, Commentaries, Translations)........................................... 283
Primary Sources.........................................................................................................284
Modern Studies......................................................................................................... 292

Map of Alexander s Campaign............................................................................... 303

Index.......................................................................................................................... 305


