
Contents

Abbreviations 7

Preface 9

Chapter 1. Introduction 11
1.1. Introductory remarks on the Old Persian language 11
1.2. Texts, editions and editorial criteria adopted 13
1.3. Some remarks on the case system in Old Persian 14
1.4. The Old Persian genitive. Introductory remarks 18

Chapter 2. The adnominal and adpositional genitive 22
2.1. The adnominal genitive 22

2.1.1. The position of the adnominal genitive 23
2.1.2. Roles and functions of the adnominal genitive 27

2.1.2.1. The expression of adnominal possession 29
2.1.3. Adjective phrases with a genitive 35

2.2. Adpositional phrases with a genitive 36

Chapter 3. The genitive as a clausal constituent 3 9
3.1. Introduction 39
3.2. The position of the genitive as a clausal constituent 39

3.2.1. The position of genitive forms of clitic pronouns 41
3.3. The genitive as a second argument of a verb 41

3.3.1. The expression of the figurative Goal 43
3.4. The genitive with three-place verbs: Recipient and Addressee 45
3.5. The genitive of Experiencer 48
3.6. The genitive of Agent 52
3.7. Possessive predication 55

3.7.1. Predicative possessive constructions in Old Persian 57
3.7.2. Clitic personal pronouns: a distinct area regarding

the grammar of possession 61
3.8. External possession 68
3.9. The genitive as an adjunct: the Beneficiary role 70

3.9.1. The genitive expressing Time 73

http://d-nb.info/1212948017


6 Contents

Chapter 4. Case alternation involving the Old Persian genitive 74
4.1. Theoretical introduction 74
4.2. Genitive/accusative alternation and the verb duruj- 78
4.3. The range of variation in ditransitive constructions 88

Chapter 5. The syncretism of genitive and dative in Old Persian 92
5.1. Introduction 92
5.2. From Indo-European to Old Persian 94
5.3. A syntactic and semantic syncretism 95

5.3.1. Syntactic aspects 95
5.3.2. Semantic and cognitive aspects 97

5.4. Concluding remarks 99

Bibliography 101

Index locorum 115


