
Ancient PataHputra. Dr. D. B. Spooner's Recent 

Excavations at £ts site and the Qu.estion of the 

Influence o} Ancient Persia upon India. 

(Read on 3rd March 1916.) 

1. 

During the last year, our attention has 'been drawn to the great 

Introduction. 
question of the Influence of Ancient Ir!n upon 
India, by two great archreological excavations. 

The first excavation is that of the ruins of the ancient city of Taxdld 
by Sir John Marshall, and the second that of the ruins of the ancient 
city of Pataliputra (modern Patna) by Dr. D. B. Spooner. The 
object of this Paper is three-fold.-

I. To give a brief account of the history of PAtaliputra and of its 
past a nd present excavations from an IrAnian point of view. 

11. To examine the general question of the influence of ancient 
Iran upon ancient India. 

Ill. To present a few constructive observations on Dr. Spooner's 
literary evidence about the influence of IrA.n, from an Ir!nian point of 
view. 

I want to speak on these subjects, not from any archreological or 
architectural point of view, but from a literary point of view, and that 
from an Ir!nian point of view. I leave it to archreologists to exami~e 
Dr. Spooner's archreological evidences and to scholars of Indian litera
ture to examine hi s evidences from India n books. 

Before speaking of Dr. Spooner's excavations at PA.taliputra, the 
' subject proper of my Paper, I will say a few words on Sir J oh 11 

Marsha ll's excavations at TaxAI!, where also the question of the 
influence ef Iran on India is conJlected with the discovery of the ruins 
of, what Sir John calls, a Zoroastrian temple. 
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11. 

The ruins of TaxU~ are situated at a place called Ka ia k; Sar!.i, 

A Temple at Ta
xlIi supposed to 
be a Zoroastrian ' 
Fire-temple. 

near the village of Shah Dheri, about 2 4 miles 
from R awu!pindi. I -had the pleasure of visiting 
the ruins on 16th July 1915, on my return journey 
fr0111 Kashni'ir. Thanks to the l{jndness and 
cou rtesy of Sir John Marshal1, I was g iven a n / 

opportunity to see the ruins, though the actual excavation work was 
stopped owing to the hot weather. What I was most interested in, as a 
Parsee, in these excavations of Tax!.IA.' was the excavation of, the 
" Mound of Jhandia l", so called fr0111 an a djoining modern village of 
that name. Sir John Marshall has excavated there a temple, which 
he calls" The Temple of J handiala," and which he thinks to be an 
ancient Pa rsee Fire-temple of the Pa rthia n times. 

We gather the following brief account of the temple, from the des
cription, as given by Sir John Mar ha ll, in his 

~~ Lecture before the funjab Historical Society 1 : 

It is a temple unlike any yet known in India but 
resembling a Greek temple. The Greek te~ple 

was su rrounded by (a) peristyle or a range of columns, (b) a pronaos 
or front porch, (c) a naos,or cella or sanctuary a nd (d) a n oPisthodo711oS or 
a back porch at the rear. As in the case of some Greek temples, e.g., 
the Pa rthenon' at Athens, (e) "there is a n ex tra chamber 'between 
the sanctuary a nd back porch." The Taxal! Temple has, (a) in
stead of a range of columns to support the building" a wall pierced by 
large windows at frequent interva.'is, with two Ionic columns between 
pilasters at the entrance." (b) It has a front porch; (c) then comes the 

The Account 
the Temple 
Jhandiala. 

... sanctuary; a nd then (d) a back porch. In place of the (e) extra cha m
ber seen in a Greek temple, here, there is a tower of solid masonry 
with a foundation of about 30 feet. The temple is unlike any Buddhist, 
Brahmanical or J a in temple in India . So, it must belong to a nother 
religion: The tower was a sort of Chaldren Zik1trJat on the summit 
of which was a fire-altar. From all these considerations, Sir- John 
Marshall thinks the buildin'g to be " a temple dedicated to the Zoroas
trian Worship." "This is the only plausible hypothesis", he adds, 
" which seems to me to expla in the peculia r structure of the solid tower 
in the middle of the building a nd the entire a bsence of a ny images. 
The Persians, as we know, set their fire-alta rs in hig h places, and 
raised on lofty substructures. We know, moreover, that the idea of 

, Lecture by Dr. J. H. lI1arshall, C.I.E .• delivered before the P unjab Historical Society. 
August 29th. '9'4. p. 7. 

• I bad the pleasure of seeing tbe Parthenon at Athens on 23rd NOl'ember ,~. 
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Zikurrat was fa milia r to the Persians, a nd ' thkre is 
likely tha n tha t they borro\ved its de~ig~ for their fir e; 

(- ", _ ... ~ 

I will quote here, what I have' said elsewhere,l as my few observa-
tions on SirJohn Marshall's account of the T em ple : , 

" Not being a, s tudent, of a rchreology, I do not venture to sp~ak ' 
with a ny a uthority, as to whether Sir J oh n's opinion a bout ' tha t 
temple is correct. But as ~1I1 hum ble student of Zoroastria nism, kno'w
ing something a bout its fi re-temples a nd the customs of the fire
cult, a nd having exa mined very ca refully the s tructure of the Jhan
dia la Temple, I venture to say , that I observed nothing tha t could 
be said to g o against Sir j ohn's views a bout the building being a 
Zoroastria n T emple of old . On the other ha nd, in m ain pri nciples, 
the structure even resem bled some of our modern fi re-temples. 

" But there is one point, on which I have my doubts. The learned 
archreologist thinks, tha t the tower is the seat of a fi re-alta r at the top, 
and takes, a s the g round for this view, the fact tha t the Persia ns had 
their fire a lta rs in hig h places. Of cour e , he has the authority of 
H erodotus , (Book I, 131). But, I think, tha t tha t view would not a pply 
to la ter Parthia n times-about 500 years after H erodotus,-to which 
Sir John Marsha ll a ttributes the T emple on a rchreological g rounds. If 
some further researches lead him to a ttribute the temple to more ancient 
times-say the time when Darius the Great invaded India with his 
large a rmy of Persia ns a nd when he passed throug h this pa rt of the 
Punjab-then his view of the use' of the Tower may possibly, thoug h 
not assuredly, be held to be stronger. Wha t I mean to say is, tha t, 
at one time, when a Zoroastria n T emple stood in the midst of Zoroas
tria n surroundings, it was possible to let the sacred fire burn in an 
open pla ce like the top of a tower, but not, when it tood in surround
ings other tha n strictly Zoroastria n, in surroundings associated with 
Buddhists, Brahmins, J a ins a nd others, a s .was the case when the 
Parthia ns occupied this pa rt of the country at the time a ttributed to it 
by Sir John Marsha ll. 

" So, I think, the naos, or sanctua ry was the place of the fi re a ltar 
a nd the dias or platform in it was the place of the utensils at the fire 
altar, and the place standing over ~vhich the priests fed the sacred fire. 
The tower itself had of course a relig ious purpose, vis., tha t of saying 
prayers in praise of the Sun, Moon, Wa ter, and the grand Nature 
which led a Zoroastria n's thoug hts from Na ture to Nature's God. 

, The Ttmes of I"dia of , Ith Aug Ul;t ' 9 ' 5. 
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Of all the modern fire-temples of India, the one at present in the old 
Parsi centre of Naosari seems to suggest this view and seems to come 
nearer to the Taxillil tower. There, near the place of the 
sanctuary wherein the sacred fire is burning, there is a small two-storied 
~uilding, reminding one of a tower, tt{'ough not exactly a tower, on 
which the worshippers went to have a look at the distant PumA. 
river and to say their Ardvisura Ny!ish, and even the Khorshed and 
Mehe~ Nyaishes. It was a place which gave them a inore open look of 
the whole of the surrounding nature. The TaxiUa temple tower may 
have been intended for a similar purpose." 

Ill. 

I. PATALIPUTRA-ITS HISTORY. THE IDENTIFICATION OF ITS Srm. 
ITS EXCAVATIONS. 

It is the second group of excavations, vir:. , that at P!taliputra,. 
financed by Mr. R atan Tata, that has drawn more public attention. 
When the attention of us here in Bombay was first drawn to the subject, 
at the close of the year 19I4,by a letter, dated 16th October, of the London 
correspondent of the" Times of India," published in the issue of 9th 
November 1914, in a para entitled" Parsee Dominion in India", I had 
the pleasure of writing in that Paper, in its issue of 12th November. 
I then said : "The Mahomedan Historian Firishta speaks of the con
quest, by the old IrA.nian Kings, of even further east. 1 Even the 
VendidA.d speaks of the India of the Persians as extending to the East, 
and now the para in your Paper speaks of the modern excavations at 
PA.taliputra (Patna), as pointing to an actual dominion of ancient 
lr!nians in the east, further than PunJab; but furtl1er details will enable 
us to see properly whetl1er the recent excavations point to an actua 
dominion extended up to there, or only to the influence of Persipolitan 
architecture on Indian a rchitecture which is seen in more than one 
place." 

Further details, mostly from a literary point of view, have now been 
given to us by the learned excavator, Dr. D. B. Spooner. His excava
tions led him to some inquiries, the result of which he has embodied in 
a Paper, entitled" The Zoroastrian period of Indian History," publish
ed in two parts, in the Journal' of the Royal Asiatic Soci'ety of Eng
land. This Paper of Dr. Spooner has, as it were, to use the words of 
the late Professor MaxJl1uller,' used on a somewhat similar occasion 

1 i .t!. further than Punjab. 

• Issues of January and July 1915. 
3 , Pror. Maxmuller's article It Th-e date of the Zend Avesta" in the Contemporary Review 

of Dec~mb.r 18g3. Vol. XUV. p. 86g. 
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of, what may be called, literary heresy, thrown a bomb-shell into the 
peaceful camp of Oriental scholars. This paper and some correspond
ence I had with the learned author,1 has suggested to me the subject 
of this Paper, the main object of which is to show, that there are many 
facts or evidences which point to the conclusion, that, at one time, ancient 
Persia had very great influence upon India; and so, there is a great 
likelihood of Dr. Spooner's theory of an extraordinary influence' being 
generally correct, though any particular argument or arguments or 
pleas, here or there, may be incorrect or weak. 

Before giving the story of Dr. Spooner's excavations I will give here 
in brief : 

(A) The history of the old city of Piltaliputra. 

(B) An account of the attempts to identify its site. 

(C) An account of the Identitication and Excavations of the ruins of 
its buildings, referred to by old writers like the Chinese tra
vellers, Fa Hien and Hiuen Tsiang. 2 

IV. 

(A) TilE HISTORY OF THE CITY OF PATALIPUTRA. 

I . The Legendary 
History. Significa
tion of the name. 

The history of this city, as in the case of all 
old cities or countries, begins with its 
ler;endary history or origin. This legendary 
origin also gives us the meaning of its name. 

Pataliputra (qm?;3'Jf), the modern Patna, is the Palibothra of Megas
thenes, who was the Ambassador of Seleucus Necator in the reign of 
King Chandra Gupta, about 300 B. C. It is situated on a confluence 
of the rivers Ganges and Son or Sena. It was the capital ofthe ancient 
kingdom of Magadha. It was also anciently known as Kusumpur 
(~!!lf3\) and Pushyapur (!i~), both meaning a city of flowers. 
The name, therefore, corresponds to the name of Florence, and the 
city is spoken of as "the Indian Florence." 

The name Plltaliputra IS taken to mean "the SOil (putra ~) 

of Patali (q-r~)" i.e., the trumpet flower. , The Legend, which 
describes the origin of this ancient city, and which explains the 
above meaning of its name, is thus related by the Chinese traveller 

• Since tbm, I had the pleasure of two long interviews with Dr. Spooner in Bombay oa 
the 15th and 17t!l of February 1916, whM we had a long exchange oE views. 

~ Dr. lame. Legge in his .. Record oE Buddhistic Kingdoms," being an Account of the 
Chinese mcnk F~·Hien of his travel. in India and CeylOll, :J9I}'-4'4 A. D. (dI86). p. 77. n. I. 
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Hiuen'Tsial}gl (about A.D.-62g) :- " To the south of the river Ga nges 
l:here is an old .clty a bout 70 li round . Although it has been long 

. deserted, its foundation wall s still survive. 'Formerly, 'when men's 
lives were in c<,llculably long, it was called Kusumapura ' (K'u-su-mo-

. pu-Iq,)' so ' called, because the palace of the King had many flowers. 
Afterwards, when men~s age reached several thousands. of years , then 
its name was 'changed to P!taliputra' (Po-ch'a-li-tsu-ch'ing). 

" At the beginning there was a Brahmin of hig h talent and singular 
learning. Many thousands flocked to him to receive instruction. One 
day all the .students went out on a tOUI' of observation; one of them 
betrayed a feeling of unquiet and distress. His fe llow-students 
addressed him a nd said, 'What troubles you, friend?' H e said, ' I am 
in my full maturity (beauty) with perfect streng th, a nd yet I go on 
wandering about here like a 10n~ly . shadow till yeat·s and months have 
passed, a nd my duties (manly duties) not performed. Thinking of this, 
my words a re sad and my heart is affl icted.' On this, his companions 
in sport replied, 'vVe must seek then for your good a bride a nd her 
friends.' Then they supposed two persons to represent the fa ther and 
mother ot the bridegroom, and two persons the father and ' mother 
of the bride, and as they were sitting under a Patali (po-ch'a-li) 
tree, they called it the tree of the son-in-law. • Then they gathered . 
seasonable Fruits and pure water, and followed all the nuptia l customs, 
a nd requested a time to be- fixed. Then the father of the supposed 
bride gathering a twig with flowers on it, gave it to the student and 
said, 'This i:s your excellent partner; be graciously pleased 'to ac
cept her.' The student's heart was rejoiced as he took her ta himself. 
And now, as the sun was setting, they proposed to return home; but 
the young student, affected by love, preferred to rema in. 

" Then the other said: 'All this was fun; pray come back with 
us ; there a re wild beasts in this forest; we a re afraid, they will kill 
you .' But the student preferred to remain walking up and down by 
"fhe side of the tree. 

" After sunset, a strange lig ht lit up the pla in, the sound of pipes 
a nd lutes with their soft music (was hea rd), and the ground was cover
ed with a sumpt\1ous carpet. Suddenly an old man of gentle mien was 

1 Si.yu-ki. Buddhist Records of the 'Vestem World, translated from tbe Cbinese of 
Hieun Tsianlr (A. D. 629) by Samuel Beal (1884), Vol. n, pp. 82.85. 

" "Explained in a note to mean Hiang.hu.kong-sh'sing-the city or royal precinct of the 
scented flower (kusuma). 
: 3 . , The text" seems to refer the foundation of this city to a remote period, and in this 
respect is in agreement with Diodorus, who sa)'s (lib. 11, cap. 39) that this city was fOllnded 
by. Heracles," • 

• That is they made the tree father-in·law of the student; in other words he ;vas to marry 
daughter of the tree, a Patali flower (Bt."g1l.o1lia s1eaveolens). 
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, seen coming, suppor ting himself by his staff, and there was a lso an 
"old mother le'ading a young maiden. They were accompariied by a 
procession along the way, pressed' in holiday attire and attended with 
music. The old man then pointed to the maiden and said: c TI11s '~ 
your worship's wife (lady).' Seven days then passed in carousing and 
music, when the companions of the student, in doubt whether he had 
been destroyed by ,wild beasts, went forth and came to the plac~. 
They found him a lone in the shade of the tree, sitting as if facing a 
superior g uest. They asked him to return with them, but be respect
fully declined. 

cc After this he entered of his own accord the city, to pay respect to 
, his relatives, and told tbem of this adventure from beginning to -end. 

H aving heard it with wonder, he returned with a1l his rela tives a nd 
friends to the middle-of the fores t, and there they saw the flowering 

• tree become a great mansion; servants of a ll kinds were hurrying to 
a nd fro on every side, and the old ma n came forward and received 
them with PQliteness, and entertained them with a 1l kinds of da inties 
served up amidst the sound of music. After the usua l compliments, 
the guests returned to the city and told to al l, fa r and near, what had 
happened. 

cc After the year was accomplished, the wife gave birth to a son, 
when the husba nd said to his spouse, C I wish now to return, but yet 
I cannot bear to be separa te\! from you (your bridal residence) ; but if 
I rest here I fear the exposure to wind a nd weather.' The wife 
11aving heard this, told her fath er. The old man then addressed the 
student a nd said, C Whilst living contented and ha ppy why must you 

, g o back ? I will build you a house ; let there be no thought of deser
, tion.' On thi s, his serva.nts applied themselves to the work, and in 
less than a day it was finished. 

• cc When the old capita l of Kusumapura was changed, this town 
, was chosen, a nd from the circumstance of the genii building the man
'sion of the youth the name henceforth of the country was Pataliputra-

, pura (the city of the son of th~ PA.tali tree). " ' 

It seems,l that, at the place, ,whe e, later on, there a rose the 
city of PA.ta liputra, stood a village of the name 

, 2 . Buddha's visit of Patali or Patalig rama. It was situated on the 
,to the city and his confluence of the Ganges and the Son. Sakya
, prophecy about it. 
. mouni, the Buddha, in about the 4th or 5th 
'century B. C. , on his way from Rajgriha, the old capital of the di str~ct, 

I give this early account of the old city, as collected by P. Vivien de Saint Martin in his 
.. Etude sur la Geographic Grecque et L atine de node" (,858), Troisieme lI1 c!moire. Appendix 
V pataliputra. I;P. '439,t 'eg, 
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to Vasali, on crossing the Ganges, passed by this town. On seeing 
the village, he predicted that the village was destined to become a 
great city. The words of the prophecy, as given by Col. WaddeIl, run 
thus: 

, Among famous places, busy marts and emporiums, 'PltaIiputra 
will be the greatest; (but) three perils will threaten it-fire, water 
and internal strife."1 RA-jA. AjA.tasatru, the son of BimbisA-ra, who had 
become the king of the country, about 8 years before 'the death of 
Buddha, had his capital at that time at Rajgir (Rajgriha). He got 
this village or town of PA.talignima duly fortified with an eye to the 
future, as it was in the midst of several provinces and small republics. 
It stood at a point of great commercial and strategical importance at 
or near the confluence of ali the five great rivers of Mid-India, namely, 
the Ganges, the Gogra, the Rapti, the Gandak and the Son.'" 

The VA-yu Purana attributes the real foundation of Pataliputra to 
Raja Ajata Satru's grandson, Oudaya or OudayA-c;va. It was he 
who first , removed the capital there ' from Rajgriha. This happened 
then during the last part of the 6th century B. C., because Oudaya 
came to throne in 519 B. C., about 24 years after the NirvA.na of 
Buddha. Aj!ta Satru is said to have fortified the old city with 
a view to check "the rigorous invading Aryans," who were the 
Lichhavis of Mithila. 

Both, Megasthenes (about B. C. 300-302), the ambassador of 

3. Its History in 
the time of Chandra' 
Gupta, as described 
on the authority of 
Megasthenes by 
(a) Strabo and (b) 
Arrian, 

Seleucus Necator at the Court of Chandra-Gupta, 
and, Chanakya, Chandra-Gupta's minister, have 
left us some accounts of the magnificence of the 
royal court at this city in the time of Chandra
Gupta (the Sandrakottos of the Greeks, Sandra
koptus of Athenreus, and ' Androkottos of 
Plutarch's Life of Alexander the Great). In the 

same way as some supernatural or divine powers were associated with 
the founding of this city, some divine powers were attributed to the 
rise of Chandra-Gupta to t~ throne from an humble origi~ .• 

1 Buddba', prophecy, quoted by Col. 'Vaddell at the beginning of his R,eport on tbe 
Excavations at PoI.taliputra (1903) p.l. if. Ruddha's way of describing tbe city, and its 
curus or evils with the way in which Abura Mazda describe. the foundation of the 16 
Iranian cities in tbe first chapter of tbe Vendidad, wherein, witb each city, a mention is made 
of the accompanying evil or curse, 

, .. Report on the Excavations at Putaliputra " by Or, L. A. 'Waddell (1903), p, 2, 

3 Col. Waddell's Report on the Excavations at PJitaliputra (1903), p. 3, 

• 
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Strabo, in one place, includes Megasthenes, from whom the Greeks 

(a) Strabo. 
knew much of India, among" a set of liars,lJ1 
and says, that no faith can be placed in him. 

He coined" the fables concerning men." Strabo seems to have con
demned Megasthenes and with him also Deimachus, the Greek 
Ambassador in the Court of Altitrochades, the son of Sandrocottus, 
(Chandragupta), because they coined or described many fables. In 
another place, he follows the account of Megasthenes without showing 
a ny doubt about that account. H e thus speaks of Palibothra: "It 
is in the shape of a parallelog ram, surrounded by a wooden wall 
pierced with openings through which . a rrows may be discharged. 
In front is a ditch, which serves the purpose of.defence and of a sewer 
for the city. The people, in whose country the city is situated are 
the most distinguished of a ll the tribes, and are called Prasii. The 
King, besides his family ' name, has the surname ofPalibothrus, as 
the king to whom Megasthenes was sent on an embassy had the 
name of Sandrocottus. HO 

Arria n speaks thus of P!taliputra and the Manners of the Indians: 
" It is further said that the Indians do not rear 

(b) Arrian. monuments to the dea d, but consider the virtues 
which men have displayed in life, a nd the songs in which their 
praise,s are celebrated, sufficient to preserve their memory after 
death. But of their cities it is said, that the number is so g reat, 
that it cannot be stated with precision, but that such cities as are 
s ituated on the banks of rivers or on the sea-coast are built of wood 
instead of brick, being meant to last only for a time-so destruc
t ive are the heavy rains which pour down, a nd the rivers also when 
they overflow their banks and inundate the plains-while those cities 
which stand on commanding situations and lofty eminences are built 
of brick and mud; that the greatest city in India is that which is 
called Palimbothra, in the 'dominions of the Prasia ns, where the 
streams of the Erannoboas and the Ga nges unite, the Ganges being 
the greatest of all rivers, and the Erannoboas being perhaps the third 
largest of India n rivers, though greater than the greatest rivers else
where; but it is smaller than the Ga nges where it falls into it. Megas
thenes informs us that this city stretched in the inhabited quarters to 
a n extreme length on each side of eighty stadia,' and that its breadth 
was fifteen stadia, ~ and that a ditch encompassed it all round, which 

, The Geography of Strabo, Book n, Chapters I, 9- Hamilton and Falconer's Translation, 
18~., Vol. I, p. ,oB • 

• IDid. Book. XV, Chapter " 36, Vol. In, P.97. 
3 i. e. , 'q.a mil~. 4. i. e .. , 1.7 miles. 
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was six hundred feet in breadth and thirty cubits in depth, and that 
the wall was crowned with 570 towers a nd had four-and-sixty gates. 
The same writer tells us further this remarka ble fact about India, that 
a ll the India ns are free, and not one of them is a slave. The Laked
remonians a nd the India ns a l'e here so far in agreement. The Laked
remoni ans, however , hold the H elots as slaves, a nd these H elots do 
servile laboUl'; but the Indians do not even use a li ens as slaves, a(,d 
much iess a country-man of their own. ,,1 

Pittaliputra seems to have risen to its zenith in the time of Chandra
g upta 's grandson, the g reat Asoka (about B. C. 

4· Pataliputra in 250 )," the g reatest of Indian Emperors,"" the 
Asoka's time. 

conternpora ry a nd a lly ofl Antiochus II of Syria, 
Ptolemy of Egypt, Antigonus Gonotus of Macedon, Magas of Cyrene, 
and Alexander of Epirus, as referred to in some of his (Asoka's) in
scription s. Stone is not found in plenty in this part of India . So, 
most of the royal buildings of the preceding times were built of wood. 
It is Asoka, who introduced the use of stones. Col. W addeU thus 
speaks on the subject : "The buildings previous to his epoch, as well 
as the wall s of the city, seem a ll to have been of wood, like , most of 
the palaces, temples a nd' stockades of Burma a nd J a pan in the present 
day. The change which he (Asoka) effected to hewn stone was ' so', 
sudden and iri1~ressive a nd the stones w~ich he used were so colossal, 
that he came latterly to be associa ted in popular tales with ' the g iants 
or genii (yaksha) by whose superhuma n agency it was alleged ' he had 
reared his monuments; and a fa bulous roma ntic origin was invented 
for his marvellous capital. It was possibly owing to Asoka's gigantic 
stone buildings that the Greek s ascribed the building of the city to 
Hercu\es, for they had several accounts of it subsequent to the time of 
Megasthenes. I.t is a lso possible tha t this legend of the ' giants may 
have partly arisen throug h Asoka having m ade u se of sculptured 
figures of the g iants to adorn his buildings.'" 

Wi th the downfall of the dynasty of. Asoka, the city also had its 
, downfall due proba bly to fire, flood and interna l 

5· History of quarrels, the three curses or evils said to have 
~SeOka,~it\~e. after been prophesied by Budha . The older wooden 

buildings of the city may have led to frequent 
fires,-and the peculiar position of the city on, or near the place of, the 
confluence of several ri vers may have led to frequent flood s. From the 

~ The Indica of Arrian X (Ancient India, as described by l\fegasthenes "and ATrian, 
Tran.lation by J. W. McCrindle ,877, pp. 204-8). ' 

o Or, V,raddell's R epor t of the Excavations a t P oitaliputra, p, 6. 
o Ibid. p, 7. 
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third to the fifth century A. D., it con tin ued, however fa llen, to be the 
capita l of Gupta k,ings, some of whom patroni sed Buddhism. 

, Fa-Hien, who had visited it (about B. C. 399-414), thus speaks of 

"the town of Pataliputra in the Kingdom of 
F:"·Hi~~~:o~~e. in Magadha, the Ci ty where Asoka ruled" : " The 

royal palace and ha lls , in the midst of the city, 
which exist now as of old , were a ll made by spiri ts which he employed, 
a nd which piled up the stones, reared the wall s and gates, a nd execu
ted the elegant ca rving a nd inlaid sculpture-work in a way which no 
huma n ha nds of this world could accomplish. ,,1 Thoug h fall en, 
Pilta liputra was still a seat of learning, and as such, it was visited by 
him. H e stayed a nd studied there for three years. 

W e have g iven above the accoun t of H iuen T sia ng (695 A. D.) on 
the supposed origin of Pataiiputra , which a lso 

7· History i n g ives t he meani ng of the name. This Chine e 
Hiuen Tsiang's time. 

t.-aveller saw the city in ruins. H e further says: 
" To the north of' the old pa la ce of th e king is a stone pillar several 
tens of feet hig h; thi s is the place where Asoka (Wu-Ya u) rajA. made 
, a hell '. In the hundreth year after the Nirvana of T a thagata, 
there was a king ca lled Ashuka (O-shu-kia ,} 2 who was the g reat g ra nd
son of Bimbisara raja. H e cha nged his capital from R ajagriha to 
P ata li (pura ) and buil t an outside ra mpart to surround the -whole city. 
S ince then ma ny generations have passed, and now there only remain 
the old foundation wall s (of the city)_ T he Sang h :1ramas', D cva 
temples a nd st11pas which lie in ruins may be counted by hundreds. 
There a re only two or three rema ining (eriti re ; .''' Hiuen T siang then 
describes, how Asoka, on ascending the throne, was, at fi rst, a cruel 
tyra nt, a nd how he constituted here a hell for tor turing people, how a 
pious Sra ma na esca ped death at the hell , feeling the boiling caldron as 
cold as a cool la ke, how king Asoka himself, having inadvertent ly 
come a t the place, na rrowly escaped being k illed at the 11ell in con
formity to his own order "tha t a ll who came to the walls of the hell 
should be killed", a nd how he a t length destroyed the hell. In Hiuen 
T siang 's t ime, the city, thoug h in ruin s had a circui t of a bout 1 2 to T4 

miles. 

x A Record 01 Buddhistic Kingdoms. being an account of the Chinese Monk . Fa-Hico. 
transla ted by Dr. Ja mes L eggb (.886). p-". Chap. XXVII . Diodorus. the Sicilian (His. Ill. 3) 
also refers to its superna tural foundation thus: Hercules .. was the founder of no small 
number of cities. the most renowned and greatest of which he called Palibothro." 

. .. O-shu-kia " is the Sanskrit form of \Vu-yau; the latter iri the Chinese form signifying 
, SOrrow less'." 

:) 't .e . , the monasteries . 
• Si-yu-ki. Buddhist Records of the \Vestern W orld. translated from the Chinese of 
H iuen Tsiang (A. D. 629) by Samuel Beal (.884). Vo!. II. pp. 85-86. 
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Coming to Mahomedan times, we find that it continued to remain 
deserted for a number of centuries. ' It was' Shir 

M~ho!:~~~?time~~ SMh, who, in about 1541 A. D., occupied it again 
as a royal city and built a fort there. It then 

came into importance under its modern name of Patna (Sans. qrr;r) 
i.e., the town or city. It is even now the capital of Behar. 

V. 

(B) AN ACCOUNT OF THE ATTEMPTS TO IDENTIFY THE 

SITE OF PATALIPUTRA. 

Pliny, among the ancients, was the first to point to a particular place 
as the site of PiUibothra. He placed the city at 
425 miles from the confluence of the river J omanes 

(J umna) and Ganges.1 He thus speaks of the city: "More famous 
and more powerful than any nation, not only in these regions, but 
throughout almost the whole of India, are the Prasii, who dwell in a 
city of vast extent and of remarkable opulence, called Patibothra; 
from which circumstance some writers have given to the people therb
selves the name of Palibothri, and, indeed, to the whole tract of country 
between Ganges and ' the Indus. These people keep on daily pay in 
their king's service an army consisting of six hundred thousand foot, 
thirty thousand horse, and nine thousand elephants, from which we 
may easily form a conjecture as to the vast extent of their resources.'" 
Thus we see, that Pliny placed Palibothra (Pltaliputra) somewhere 
about 425 miles belowlhc confluence of the Ganges and the Jamna. 

" . 

Pliny. 

Europea.n scholars began to attempt tl]e identification of the site ot 
Pltaliputra in the latter half of the 18th century.' 

The first European in the field of identification was the well-known 

D'Anville. 
French Geographer D'Anville(1697-1782), who 
published in 1768, his "Geographie Ancienne 

Abregee. " This work was translated into English in two parts in 
1791, under the name of Compendium of Ancient Geography. D'An
viIle, who erroneously identified the river Erannoboas, mentioned by 
the Greek writers who referred to Palibothra (pataIiputra), with the 

• J amna, instead of with the river Son, placed PAtaIiputra somewhere 
near Helabas (Allahabad). He was misled to this mistaken identifica
tion also by the name Prasii, which, according to the Greek writers, 

I Pliny's Natural History. Book vr, Chap. 21. Bostock and Riley's Translation (1855), 
Vol. n, p. 4' • 

• Ibid, Chapter n, p. 45. 
3 Col. WaddeU gives us a short accOllnt of thl!se attempts in his .. Report of the E"cava

Ilions at Pataliputra .. (1<)03', p, 9, et $eg. 
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was the n,ame of a great nation living there. He took this name 
Prasii to be the same as Praye (Prayag), which is another Indian name 
of Allahabad. 1 D'Anville said: "Palibothra, the most considerable 
city of India. It was situated on the Ganges, at the place where this 
river received a contributary stream, which appears the same as the 
1 oma nes,' although called Era nnobas. 3 To this position corres
ponds that of Helabas,' which by the vestiges of antiquity, and the 
tradition of having been the dwelling of the parent of mankind, is a 
kind of sanctuary in the Indian paga nism. The most powerful nation 
of India, the Prasii occupied the city under consideration; aqd the 
na me of Praye,. which we find applied to Helabas, seems to perpe 
tuate that of the nation. B 

R ennell (1742-183°), the most celebra ted of English Geographers, 

Rennell. 
who has been held to be toEng la nd, wha t D'Anville 
was to France and Ritter to Germa ny, was the 

first to identify the site of modern Pa tna as that of the a ncient PAtali
putra, (Pa libothra) In his" Memoir of a Map of Hindoostan," pub
lished in 1788, he says, that, a t first, he thoug ht tha t Canoge (Kanouj) 
was the a ncient Palibothra, but he gave up soon tha t first 'erroneous 
identification. He says : "Late enquiries made on the spot, have 
however, brought out this very interesting discovery, tha t a very 
la rge city, which a nciently stood on or very near the site of Pa tna. was 
named Patelpoot-her (or PAtaliputra according to Sir WilIia m 10nes) 
and that the river Soan~ , whose confluence with the Ga nges is now a t 
MonealT, 22 miles a bove Patna, once joined it under the walls of Pa tel
poot-her. This name ag rees so nearly with PAlibothra , and the in
telligence a ltogether furni shes such positive k ind of proof, that my 
former conjectures respecting Canoge must a ll faH to the g round. ,, 7 
Later on, he confirms this a nd says" Pliny's Palibotl1ra , however, is 
clearly Pa tna . " . 

Thomas Penna nt (1726-1798), a known antiquary, began publishing 

Thomas Pennant. 
in 1798, a work entitled "Outlines of the Globe." 
He published only two volumes. The other two 

were published by his son David Penna nt in 1800_ He, agreeing with 

, .. Compendium o f Ancient Geography" by Monsieur D'Anville, translated from the 

F rench ( ' 79')' P art I1, p - 543-
~ Jamna. 
" The Greek form of Hira myababa, i.e., ,"The Golden-a rmed," the ancient name of, S on. 

• Allahaba d, 

" Pray:lg 
., D Anville, p . 543. 

7 :\{emoir of a Map of Hindoostan by J ames Rennell ( .888), p. 50 . 

• Il;'-d. p, 14. 
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Rennell, identified the site near modern Patna with the ancient Palibb-
thra or P!taliputra . He said: " Mr. Rennell ... .. . .. very justly places 
it near Patna , and supposes, not without reason, that the Soa ne had 
once flowed near its walls a nd that Pa.libothra was seated on the forks 
of both' rivers "1 ( the Ganges a nd the Son ). 

Col. \'Vilford, at first, in 1798, thoug ht that P!libothra ' was the same 

Col. Wilford. -
as R aj-g riha (lit. the royal mansion) which was 
at first the capital city. One Bala-Rama "rebuilt 

it ~nd assigned it as a residence for one of his sons, who are called 
in general Baliputras or the chil<t,ren of Bala. From this circum
stance it was called Ba liputra , or the town of the son of Ba:la; but 
in the spoken dialects it was called Bali-putra, because a putra, or son 
of Bali, resided in it. From Bali-putra , the Greeks made Pali-putra 
a nd Pali-bothra." 2 Then, in 1822, he thought that Pa.libothra and 
Pil.taliputra were two different towns, though near one a nother. 
He said "Pa,libothra and PAta liput ra now Patna ........ ..... .. these two 
towns were close to each other exactly like London and West-
minster." • 

Col. W. Francklin in 1815, identified the site of Pata liputra with 

\~!iI1iam Francklin, 
Buehanan Hamilton 

a nd others. 

Bhagulpoor. H e thus summed up his discussion: 
"If tlie evidence afforded by the hills which 
a ppear in the neighbourhood of the town a nd 
through a very great extent of what formerly 

constituted the Prasia n king dom, prior to the expedition of Alexander 
the Grea t; if these and other connecting circumstances, as well local 
and historical as traditional, be conceded, it will, I think, be also 
conceded to me, that they apply, in every instance throughout the 
discussion, as more naturally indicative of the town of Bhagulpoor 
possessing the site of Palihothra a nd the metropolis of the Prasii, tha n 
either Rajmahal, Patna, Kanouj or Allahabad." • 

In 18,,8, Dr. Buchana n H a milton collected information from the 
priest near Pa tna which seemed to confirm Rennell's identificatien. This 
information was, that the oral tradition of the priests said, that the 
a ncient name ~f the place was PAtaliputra. . 

After this time, there came to light the two itineraries of the Chinese 
travellers who were Buddhist monks, Fa Hien and Hiuen Tsiang. 

• .. Thomas Penant's Outlines of t"e Globe." Vol. II. Th. View of Rindoos tan, Vol. U. 
Eastern Hindustan('79Il), p. 2' .4' 

• Asiatic R~searches (''I'fi), Vol. V, p. '69. 
3 Asiatic Researches (.8 .. ), Vol. XIV, p. 380. 
• .. Inquiry concerning the site of Ancient Plll ibothra," by \Villiam Francklin (,8'7), 

part 11, Preface p. In: 






























































































































