
The Early Ristory of the H uns 
and 

Their Inroads in India and P ersia. 

(Read on 28th August 1916.) 

I. 

During the present war, we have been often hearing of the a ncient 

Introduction. 
Huns, because some of the ways of fighting of our 
enemies have been compared to those of these 

people. Again, the German Emperor himself had once referred to 
them in his speech before his troops when he sent them under the 
command of his brother to China to fight ;tgainst the Boxers. H e had 
tlius addressed them :-" When you meet the foe you .will defeat him. 
No quarter will be given, no prisoners will be taken. Let a ll who 
fall into your ha nds be at your mercy. Just as Huns, a thousand 
years ago, under the leadership of Attila, gained a reputation in virtue 
of which they still live in historic tradition, so may the na me of 
Germany become known in such a manner in China that no Chinama n 
will ever again da re even to look askance at a German." 

Well-nigh all the countries, where war is being waged at present, 
were, at one time or another, the fields of the war-like activities of the 
Huns . Not only that, but the history of almost all the nations, engag­
.ed in the present war, have, at one time or another, been affected by 
the hi story of the Huns . The early ancestors of almost all of them 
had fought with the Huns . 

The writer of the article on Huns in the Encyclopredia Brita nnica 1 

When does the 
History of the Huns 
.begin ? 

says, that " the authentic history of the Huns in 
Europe practically begins about the year 372 
A.D., when under a leader named Balamir (or 
Ba la mber) they began a westward movement 

from their setUements in the steppes lying to the north of the Caspian." 
Thoug h their strictly a uthentic history may be said to begin with the 
Christian era, or two or three centuries later, their semi-authentic 
history began a very long time before that. They had powerful monar­
chies a nd extensive empires, and illustrious conquerors and rulers . 
They had a glorious as well as an unglorious pas t during a period 
of nearly 2,000 years. According to the Avesta and Pa hlavi books of 
the Parsees, they had fought with the ancient Persians of the times 

19th edition, Vol. 12, p. 38 •. 
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J 
of Zoroaster and even with those of -times anterior to him . The 
History of the Huns, is the history, as said by M. Deguignes, "of 
a nation almost ignored, which established, a t different times, power­
ful monarchies in Asia, Europe and Africa. The Huns, who, later 
on, bore the name of ' Turks,' natives of a country situated on the 
North of China, between the rivers Irtish and Amur, made themselves, 
by degrees, masters of the whole of the great Tartary. Since 200 B. c., 
several royal families have successively reigned in these vast countries. 
They had empires more extensive than tha t of Rome, illustrious em­
perors, leg isla tors and conquerors who have given ris to considerable 
r evolutions. "1 It is the history of a nation, who has, throug h its onc 
bra nch or another, "contributed to the destruction of the Roman 
Empire, ravaged Fra nce, Italy, Germany and a ll the countries North 
of Europe, ruined the empire of the Khalifs, and possessed the Holy 
land. "2 Their Empire, which, at one time, extended to Western 
Europe in the W est, a nd to Chin-a in the East, has left, as it were, 
its marks in the na mes of -places like Hungary in Europe a nd H1mza~ 

in Asia. In the name of Hungary, we see its old Chinese name, viz., 
H eungnoo or Huing nu. They were" a people who lived with g lory 
during more than 2,000 years."4 Gibbon" speaks of them as "the 
terror of the world." It was more tha n once, tha t they had shown 
themselves to be the terror of the world . It was during , what may 
be called, their second period of terror in Europe, that their name was 
associated with Attila. 

At different times and a t different places, they were the subjects, 
the a llies a nd the enemies of Rome. Gaul was 

The Huns, the 
subjects, allies, and 
enemies of various 
nations at different 
times. 

at different times open "to incursions of Van­
dals, Germans, Suevi, a nd savage eastern Allani." 
Of these, the Allani were "perhaps pressed into 
the Empire by the advance of the Huns from 
their Scythian steppes. " . Britain was long ruled 

by Rome. But it was the pressure of various eastern tribes, apd, 
a mong them, that of the Huns, which compelled Rome to look after 
its own home in Ita ly and to withdraw its a rmy and its protection 
from Britain. In about 406 A.D., Rome withdrew its leg-ions from 

1 1 translate from" H istoi re Genthale des H uns, des Turcs. d~s Mogols, et d~ autres 
Tartares occid~taux, &c., avant et depuis Jesus Christ jusqu' a present," par M. De­
guignes ('756) Tome premier, partie premiere. P reface p. V. • 1 bid, p. V I. 

3 Lit. Place lJil ) of the H uns. It is also known a s Kanjud. It is a State on the Upper 

Indus, forming a part of the country of GiIgit. 
• Histoire d~ Huns, &c .• by M. Deguignes, p. XXV. 

5 Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Rom;ln Empire (1745), VoL 11, p. 342-

S "Leaders and Landmarks in European History," by A. H . R. MOllcrieff and H_ J. 
Chaytor, Vol. I, p. ' 49. 
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Britain. 1 They had long wars with the ancient Romans, the 
ancient Germans and with other nations of Europe. During these 
wars, they had advanced up to the further West of Europe. Their 
wars and their inroads had even forced some of the people of the West 
to cross over the sea and to go to Africa, Again, they had frequent 
wars with the anc'ient Persians from very early times to the later times 
of the Sassanians. Coming to India, they had made more than one 
inroad into the country. Not only had they made inroads, but had 
made a long stay and ruled for a number of years over various parts of 
the country, extending from Kathiawar2 to Pataliputra. They had 
their capital at Sialkote. They are even said to have imported into 
India alien Brahmins from the West. 

History has recorded inter-marriages of the princes and princes­
ses of some of the nations of the "Vest and 

Hunnic b I 0 0 d the East with the princesses and princes of the 
mixed with that of 
several nations. Hurrs. The fact of these royal marriages sug-

gests, that there must have been inter-marriages 
among their respective subjects also. From all these facts and consider­
ations, which we will examine in this Paper, one may say, that the blood 
of many of the branches of the above nations, both of the West and the 
East, has been mixed with that of the Huns. In connection with this 
subject, one may read with great interest, Mr. R. Bhandarkar's very in­
teresting article in the Indian Antiquary, ' entitled "Foreign elements 
in Hindu population," wherein, the learned author points to the Huns 

. also, as forming a foreign element in the Indian population. It is in the 
company of these Huns, that the tribe of the Gujars is said to have come 
from without to India-the tribe that gave its name to our Gujarat in 
the -West of India, and to Gujarat and Gujaranwala in the Punjab. 

n. 
It is such a people that forms the subject of my Paper. I propose to 

The object of the 
Paper and the divi­
sion oftbe subject. 
Four great king­

doms in the first 
few centuries be­
fore and after 
Christ. The rela­
tion of the Huns 
with them. 

speak of them, not only from the Western point 
of view , but also from the Iranian and Indian 
points of view. ] he object of this Paper is, 
not so much to give any running history of this 
people, as to refer to some events in their history 
Which had some far-reaching results. The sub­
ject was suggested to me during my study for a 
paper on "The Hunas of the Indian books in 
the Avesta and Pahlavi books of the Parsees," 

contributed for the coming memorial volume in honour of our vener-
, Ibid . 

• For their relations with Kathiawar. 'Vide the recent (rQr6) interesting book en "Tbe 
History ot Kathiawar," by Captain H. 'Vilberforce Bell, pp. 3',37. 40. 

3 India n Antiquary of January r9r r. 
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able and esteemed Sanskrit scholar, Dr. Sir Ramcrishna Gopal Bhan­
darkar, on the occasion of his 80th birthday. This Paper is based on 
collateral notes collected during the study for that paper. It contains 
only a passing reference to the special subject of that paper. 

In the few centuries before and after Christ, there existed the follow­
ing great kingdoms :-

I China in the East, 2 Rome in the West, 3 Persia under the 
Parthian rule and 4 India. The last two stood between' th'e 
first two, as connecting links. 

./ 
The Huns, under different names, had relations with the nations of 

all these four great kingdoms, and lived, at times, now <:lnd then,. here 
and there, on the frontiers of these four great kingdoms, harassed 
their people and had long wars with them. Again, at times, they lived 
as subjects of these kingdoms and at times, as their allies. We 
will speak of the relations of the Huns with these four great powers at 
or about the commencement of the Christian era. 

Our sources of information on the History ~f the Huns are various. 
I. Firstly, as to their relation with China, we 

Sources of inform a- Ch· have to look to the mese annals, which l1"ive tion. ~ 
. us also a glimpse into their origin and very early 

history. We find a good account based on these annals, in the 
" Histoire Generale des Huns, des Turcs , des Mogols, et des a utres 
Tartares occidentaux, &c.", by M. Deguignes. In this connection, we 
must bear in mind, that the Huns were known in different countries 
and in different ages by various names, such as, Turcs, Mongols, 
Tartares, Haetalites, &c. 

2. For their relations with Rome, ill whose decline and fall, they 
had a strong hand, we have to look to various classical writers, whose 
accounts have been presented to us by various recent writers. Gibbon 
has spoken of them in his Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. 

3. As to Persia, we have references to ' them in the Avesta a nd 
Pahlavi books of the Parsees, where they are spoken of as Hfinus. I 
will not speak of these references here, as I have referred to them, as 
said above, in a separate paper ill the Bhandarkar Memorial Volume. 
Several Mahomedan writers on the history of Pe'rsia, such as Firdousi, 
Ma9oudi, and Tabari, have spoken of them. But they have not 
spoken of them under their original name of Huns but as Haetalites, 
Turcs, &c. I will refer to them, when I speak of the inroads of the 
Huns in the Sassanian times. 1 

1 'Ye get a very good account of them in the late lVI. E. Drown's H Memoire sur Ies 
EpntnaJites dans leur< Rapp"rts avec les Rois Perses Sassacides " (,8qS). 
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4- Coming to our own country, India, they are referred to in India n 
books and in Indian inscriptions. Just as they had, following the ' 
inroads of the German a nd Gothic tribes, a strong hand in bringing 
about the downfall of the Roman Empire, and just as they had, follow­
ed by the Arabs, a hand in the downfall of the Sassanian Empire of 
Persia, they had a hand in the downfall of the Indian Empire of the 
Gupta dynasty. Again, their inroads. into India should not be taken as 
a separate event in their history. Just as in times before Christ, the 
check, which they had received in their inroad into China by the cons­
truction of the Great China 'NaIl, had forced them to turn to the West, 
towards the countries of the Roman Empire, so the check, which some 
of their tribes received in Europe, partially in, and mostly after, Atilla's 
time, drove them back towards the East, towards Persia and India. 
Though their inroads into Persia had weakened the Persia n Empire, 
they had a substantial check there and it was this check again that 
drove them strongly towards India . 

Origin and early 
hi s tory. Their 
movements guided 
by the ' wan t 0 f 
Bread and Butter. 

Ill. 

Before coming to the subject proper of this 
Paper, viz., their inroads into the countries ofthe 
above four g reat kingdoms in the first century 
before Christ, we will say a few words on their 
origin a nd earlier history, for which subject 
the Chinese annals, as studied and described by 

M. Deguignes, are our main authority. 

The writer of the article on Runs in the Encyclopredia Britannica1 

says : "We have no adeq uate philological data for conclusively deter­
mining the ethnological position:ofthe ancient Huns ..•..• . TJle Huns, 
in all probability, belonged to the Turkish branch of the g reat Turanian · 
race." The Avesta and Pahlavi books of the Parsees support this view. 

Tar tary has been the name by which a very extensive part of Asia, north 
of India, has been known. It has been divided into Eastern Tartary 
and the Western Tartary. Their people, the Tartars, and especially 
the W estern T artars, are known as Huns. The Eastern T artars have 
played a n important par t in the history of Asia, forming powerful 
empires here and there, but it was very rarely that they marched 
tIlwards Europe. The Avars, who latterly played some important part 
in the history of Western Asia and Eastern Europe, are the only 
branch of the Eastern T artars who went to the East. But, though 
they themselves did not go to the West, it is they, who, as it were, 

1 9th Edition, Vol. XII, 1" :;8 • . 
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torced the Western Ta r tars, the Huns, to go to the West. They invaded 
the country of the Western Tartars a nd made them fly to the West. 
It is the 'Western Tarta rs who marched towards the W est, towards 
India a nd Persia in Asia , a nd towa rds Rome, Fra nce, Germa ny, etc. , in 
Europe, that a re known as Huns. They a re called H il nus by Ira nia n 
writers, Hunas by India n writers a nd Huns by Roma n writers. In 
Tartary itself they bore the n<lme of Hieng nou.1 M. Deguig nes 
identifies them with the Heung noo or Hiung nu, who, according to 
Chinese wri ters, owned a great empire from the Caspia n to the frontiers 
of China . This t:mpire then' fell into a sta te of anarchy a nd lost a ll 
its influence a t the end of the first ' century A.D. One section of this 
fa llen race went to the ~Tes t, settled in the country nea r the river Ural 
a nd became the a ncestors of the Huns, who, 300 yea rs a fter, re-asserted 
their power a nd influence under Ba la mir a nd came into contact with the 
R omans. 

Thus, what we see is this: The Huns leave t heir Asia tic country a nd 
advance towards the West as well a s towards the East. In the Wes t, 
they drive tribes a fter tribes from thei r countries. These tribes, being 
driven from their countries, enter, a t t imes peacefully, but genera lly, 
fig hting into other regions and drive a way the people thereof. The 
people, thus driven in their turn, force others to leave their places. It is 
something like wha t would happen in a crowd. Those behind push those 
in their fron t. These in their turn, push those before them a nd so on. 
Thus, the slightest push or rush behind produces a rush a ll along the 
line a nd even in the distant fron t. This was what happened in the 
case of the inroads of these people towards the "Vest- in Europe as 
well as in Asia . 

Now, what is a t the bottom of these g ra nd na tiona l or tribal pushes, 
is the dema nd for Bread a nd Butter. Dr. ElIesworth Hutting ton 
has very well illustra ted this fact in his" Pulse of Asia. A Journey 
in Centra l Asia , illustrating the Geog ra phical basis of History. JJ H e 
dwells upon, a nd illustrates, what is called" the Geogra phic Theory of 
History. JJ Applying this to the History of Europe, what we find is 
this : The Huns who lived in Asia , were, owing to a cha nge in the 
physica l condition of their country, obliged to leave their country in 
search of bread. They g radually dispersed in la rge numbers. Some 
went to the East 'a nd some to the West. In their search for bread, the)' 
drove away by force the people of the country where they found bread. 
The people thus displaced , proceeded fur ther and drove away the people 
of the country they occupied. Thus, it was tha t the Huns had drive n 

, Histoi,. Generale des Huns " by \\1. D.guignes. Tome I. Parti. I . p . • '3. 
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away some of the German tribes, who, in their turn, went to other 
countries. 

M. Deguignes begins their history, on the authority of Chinese 

Their History in 
the East on the 
au thority of Chinese 
annals. 

accounts, at about 1200 B. C.1 Though it is since 
209 B. C., that we get some proper materials for 
their history, they flourished long before that 
time. Their first empire was destroyed by the 
Chinese and it was restored by Teon-man-tanjou, 

who was their first Emperor, known in history. H e died in 209 B. C. 
M. Deguignes gives a long list of his successors from B. C. 209 to A. 
C. 93. ' During the reign of one of these successors, Pou-nou-tanjou, 
who came to the throne in 46 A.D., a g reat famine devasted their 
country and weakened their empire. During the time of weakness and 
difficulty, they were driven to the 10r th by the Eastern Tartars. The 
Chinese also attacked them and compelled them to leave their country. 
Some of them went towards Kashgar and Aksou. Thus, their empire 
in Tartary, in the north of China known as the country of Turkestan, 
was destroyed_ 

It was a branch of. these early Huns, that latterly went to Europe al 
the time when Emperor Valens was ruling at Rome. They were then 
ruled by their chiefs, of whom Balamir was the principal (A.D. 376). 
M. Deguignes 3 gives a list of the dates of his reign, and of his 
successors' or contemporaries' reigns as follows :-

Balamir.. . A. D. 376. 
Uldes " 400. A prince named Donat 

Aspar 
Roi las 
Roua or Rugula 
Attila and Bleda (the nephews 

of Roua) 

was his contemporary. 

42 4. 

" 42 5. 
433· 

Bleda died in 444. Then Attila 
ruled alone and died in 45'\. 

Some of these may be contemporaries ruling O\'er different tribes. 

Ellac, Denghisic, Hernack, the three sons of Attila, divided the 
countries of Attila among themselves and among their two other rela­
tives, Emnedzar and Uzindar. These princes were defeated by the 
Romans and the power 9f the Huns in Europe was destroyed in 468 
A.D. Some Huns preserved their power round about Georgia. Some 

l. fI C'est nux environs de ran 1,200 avantJ. C. que nOus df"vons placer Je commencemen 
de I'Emphe des Huns." .. Histoire-des Huns." Tome r.. p. I. . p. 216 . 

o Ihid . 
• Ihid. p. 218. 
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others ruled in the country near the Danube and continued there up to 
the time of their chief Zambergam who became Christian in 618 A. D. 
Since that time, the Huns have been mixed up with the Avars a bove 
referred to, who were an offshoot of the Ea stern Tartars. 

The above named Pou-nou-taIljou (46 A. D.) had, in order to secure 
the succession to the throne, to his son, got murdered another riva l 
prince. Another prince of the family of Pe, King of Gesui, closely 
related to the murdered prince had raised a revolt. He ruled in the 
south in the countri~s close to China. His country formed the Empire 
of the Huns of the South. He declared himself the Tanjou or Emperor 
of that kingdom. He made a n alliance with the Chinese and took 
an active part in wea kening the Huns of the North. But, in return, 
they were much weakened by many of their tribes joining with the 
Huns of the North. So, in the North, at about 48 A. D., another 
powerful- dynasty was formed. Deguignes g ives us a list of these 
rulers from 48 to 216 A. D. 1 

IV. 

Now, we will speak, one after a nother , of their relations with, or 
inroads into, the territories of the Chinese, P ersia n, Roma n, and Indian 
Empires. 

I.-THEIR RELATIONS WITH THE CHINESE EMPIRE. 

According to the Chinese writers, in the third century B. C., their 

The Huns in the 
3rd century B. C. 
and the Great 
Wall of China. 

rule extended from the Caspian Sea to China. One 
of the Chinese Emperors, named Cheng, built in ' 
the 3rd century B. C . . a g reat wall to prevent their 
frequent inroads into his territories. This emper9r 
had come to the throne in 246 B. C. a t the age 

of 13. He drove away the Huns in 2IS B. C. and then built the Great 
Wall. By an irony of fate, China was up to late, ruled by the princes 
of the Manchou T artars who were the descenda nts ot the very race 
again,;t whom the Chinese wall was built. It is said of this Great Wall 
that about 30 lacs of men were engaged in building it. An army of 3 
lacs of men was engaged to defend the labourers. It was more tnan 
I,SOO miles long . It was 10 to 40 feet ill height and I; feet in breadth. 

' One of the reasons for the Fa ll and D ecl ine of Rome (and a lso of the 
check of the rising power of the then Germans to a certain extent) was 
this Great Chinese Wall. Of course, the inroads into Ita ly of the Teutonic 
tribes, which formed the German na tion in the Sth century, formed, one 
of the reasons-orte of the principa l reasons, perha ps the principa l 
reason-of the downfall of the Roman Empire. But, we will sec later 

1 [bid, p. 2 f9. 
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on, that these German hordes were dispersed and driven towards Italy 
by these Huns, the barbarian hordes of Central Asia. 

The Pyramids, the Great "Vall of China, and the Himalays are 
spoken of by some to be the three greatest "Vonders of the World. Of 
these three, one-the Himalays-is the work of Nature. It is the 
Great WalI of India, built by the hand of no Emperor, but by God, 
that Emperor of Emperors, that Grand Architect of Architects. Had 
it not been so placed or built, imagine what would have been the 
trouble of our rulers to protect the country from Northern invaders. 
This wall of Nature gives one an idea of the importance of tbe Chinese 
Wall to the great Chinese Empire. The Pyramids form a grand work 
of man. But they are mere mausoleums, and had and have no practi­
cal use, proportional to the great expense of money and trouble spent 
over them. But the Great Wall of China had the practical purpose 
of defending the country, thus saving enormous military expenditure. 
The Romans under Julius Cresar built a wall on the Rhine, about 200 

years after the Great Chinese Wall. It was on a smaller scale and it was 
to protect the frontiers of the Roman Empire against some barbarian 
German tribes. Perhaps, the idea of this wall was suggested to Rome 
by the Chinese Wall. This Roman WaIl on the Rhine was broad 
enough on the top to serve as a military road. But it did not serve its 
purpose ~s a practical work. The German hordes were too strong for 
it. But the Chinese WalI served its purpose against the Huns. 1he 
Chinese Emperor, who began building it, died in 210 B. C., while the 
WalI was being built. 

Being stopped in their frequent inroads into China in the East, the 

The · res u I t of 
building the Chin­
ese Wall. 

HUllS turned their attention to the West. They 
gradually advanced to the West. It was not a 
sudden march from the East to the West, but 
was a work of years, nay of centuries. Those 

were not the · times of regulated Transport or Commissariat 
departments in the East, especially in the case of wandering tribes like 
those of the Huns. What they did was this: When they were stopped 
in their advances at one place, they turned to another. They stopped 
there and continued to live there as long as they comfortably could. 
Feeling some kind of pinch, they advanced further. In thes.:: advances, 
at times, the tribes or the people whose country they occupied, advanced 
further in search of fresh fields for food. 

The Great Chinese Wall, having prevented the Huns from making 
frequent encroachments on the Chinese territories, forced them to turn 
towards the West in the direction of Asiatic and Greek Kingdoms, and 
towards the south-west where lived the Vue-chi. These Eastern Huns, at 
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first attacked the U-suivi tribes, who in their turn attacked the Yue-chi. 
These Yue-chi, being thus /pushed by the Huns, turned towards the 
West and attacked the Su living on Lake Balkash. The Su tribe, which 
was thus attacked, consisted of the different Turanian tribes, such as the 
Messagatre, Tochari and Dahre, who lived on the frontiers of Persia on 
the shores of the Upper Jaxartes. The Dahre seems to 'be the Dahi of 
the D!hinam Dakh}un!m of the Farvardin Yashtl of the Parsees, which 
speaks of the five known countries vf the then world. The Su tribe, 
being attacked by the HUllS, advanced to the Caspian from the OXU5. 
The Su tribes, who included the Dahre and the Messagatre then 
attacked the Greeco-Asiatic Kingdom of Bactria and the Asiatic state of 
Partbia. All this began to happen from ab(mt So years after the 
erection of the Great Chinese Wall. The Parthians opposed the above 
tribes. Thereupon, they turned back. The Scyths, Su and Yue-chi 
invaded India and made their settlements in Punjab. These inroads of 
the Huns on the Asiatic tribes postponed their inroads for a time in 
Europe. ' 

V. 

n.-THEIR RELATIONS WITH ,THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

Claudius Ptolemy, the well-kown Egyptian Geographer, who lived at 
Alexandria in the early part of the second 

The Huns in the century A. D., refers to the, Xoftvoi Chuni 
West after Christ. 

(Choonoi) a tribe of the Huns, as living between 
the tribes of the Basternre and the Roxalani on the Dneiper?' 

Dionysius Periegetes, who Jived at some time about 200 A. D., 
is said to have referred to Huns living on the borders of the Caspian. 
But doubts are entertained about these references to the earlier pre­
sence of the HUlls in Europe, and the authentic history of their progress 
tn the West begins in the 4th century after Christ. Their' settlements 
were known to exist in the north of the Caspian. They advanced 
westwards in 372 A. D. Under the leadership of the above referred 
to Balamir, they defeated the Alani who occupied the district 
between the Volga and the Don. They then enlisted these Alani into 
their own service. They, afterwards, invaded the country of the 
Ostrogoths (Eastern Goths), ruled over by Ermanaric or Hermanric, in 
374 and subjugated them in the time of Hunimand, the son of Herman­
ric. They advanced further and defeated the Visigoths (or Tirvingi). 
For So years, they thus conquered the various tribes in ;the north of 
Italy, which was then not only free from their attack, but, at times 

1 Yasht XIII, '44. 

Prof. Nobbe's Text (,843), p. '7", Bk, Ill, Chap, V, '5, 
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received their help in its war with others, e.g., the Ostrog oths. In 
404-5, the Huns under a chief, named Uldin, helped' the Roman general 
Honorius in his fight with the Ostrogoths under Radagaisus or 
Ratigar. They spread in D recia, which is now called Hungary a fter 
their name. In 409, they invaded Bulgaria . In 432 or -t33, their 
.King Ruas or Rugulus received from Theodosius II an a nnua l tribute 
of £350 of gold, i.e., 14,000 £ sterling and the rank ot a Roman. 
general. 

Aetius, a promising young Roma n, was one of the hostages , g iven 
to this Hunnic King, Ruas or Rug ulas. H aving acquired some influ­
ence with the Huns, he led a n army of 60,000 Huns to Italy to a,dvance 
his own interests in his country. Differences soon arose again 
between Theodosius and Ruas. Ruas objected (a) to the Romans 
making a llia nces with some tribes on the river Danube, which tribes, 
he said, were his subjects, and Cb) to their a llowing refuge to some of 
his unruly Huns. These differences would have renewed hostilities, 
but Ruas died soon after. On his death , his nephews, Attila and 
Bleda or Belda, succee,ded him. 

Let us cast a glance at the:history of England at thi's time, a nd see, 

A glance into the / 
History of Eng­
land which for­
med a part of the 
Roman Empire at 
this time. 

how it was affected by that of the Huns. Brita in 
formed a par t of the Roma n Empire, a nd, as such, 
had a Roman army for its protection. Some 
German legions a lso formed a part of this a rmy. 
The Zoroastria n Mithraism of ancient Persia, 
several monuments of which have been found in 

London, York, Gloucestershire, New Castle and other places, is said to 
have been introduced into England by. among others, these German 
legions ofthe Roman army of occupation,1 Rome, when it began to be 
invaded by eastern tribes, had to look to the safety of its own home than 
to that of distant dominions like Britain. It ha d its difficulties first with 
the Goths and then with the Huns. So, Britain was much neglected. 
The Scots and the Picts often invaded England in the 4th century 
A. D. In 368 A. D., they had penetrated as far as London. Rome, 
owing to its own home difficulties ; could not attend to the a pr;eal of 
Britain to send troops for its protection. Rome withdrew the last of its 
regular a rmy from Eng la nd, in about 406 A. D. But, a t the earnest 
demand of the people, it sent its legions again in 418 A. D. to protect 
the country against the inroads of the Scots and the Picts. The 
legions drove away the invaders, repa ired British fortresses and ins­
tructed native Britons how to defend themselves and returned 0 Rome. 

1 Cnmont's Mithraism. Vide Legge's Forerunners and Rivals of Cbristianity. 
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The Scots and the Picts again inva ded Eng land. The people, under 
their Gaulish Bishop, St. Germa~ne of Auxaine, defeated them in 429 
A.D. The victory a t this battle is known as, "the Halleluja Victory" 
on account of the well-known cry of Hallelujah1 being raised at it by 
the soldiers. In 446 A.D., tht: Britons again asked for help from 
Rome against the invading Scots. But Rome itself was then rapidly 
faIling on account of its wars with the Huns. The letter to Rome 
asking for help is known as "the g roans of the Britons." Actius, the 
Roman General, commanded the army of the tottering empire of Rome, 
which was threatened by Attila . The Romans having refused the 
required help, the Britons called for help the Saxons who lived on the 
North-Western coas t.of Germany. They were to a certain extent as 
bad barbaria ns a t tha t time as the Picts and the Scots, but, in times of 
difficulty, were looked to as saviours. The Saxons themselves were 
feelin g the pressure of the advancing Huns on the continent; so, 
perhaps, they eagerly g rasped this opportunity to save themselves as 
well as the Britons. 

As said by Mr. Moncrieff, "it has been surmised with some proba ­
bility, that it was. the pressure of Attila's conquest that drove our Saxon 
forefathers to make settlements in Britain. H e is said to have formed 
an alliance as far east as China, a nd thus to have neutra lized a nother 
Ta rtar host that would have pressed him from tha t side as li e pressed 
upon the western tribes. Not for the first nor the las t time now did 
Asian hordes overflow from. their steppes into Europe." 2 

Attila or Etzel, born in 406 A. D., became the king of Huns in 434 
A.D. 'He was the son of Mundzuk, the brother of 

Attila. the last Hunnic king, Ruas or Rug ulus, whom 
the Roman King Theodosius paid the a nnua l 

tribute ot £14,000. Before he came to the thron'e, the Romans a nd the 
Huns were on the point of war, which, however, was avoided ,by' the 
death of his uncle King Ruas or Rug ulus. AttiIa, on coming 
to the throne, made a treaty, the treaty of Margus, near modern 
Belgrade, said to have been made by both sides on horseback. By 
this treaty, the Roma ns of the Eastern Empire under Theodosius 
wnsented to pay double the original tribute, i.e., £28,000 sterling. 
Certain other terms acknowledging the power of the Huns were 
accepted. Among these terms were the following :- (a) The Romans 
were to return to the Huns some of their subjects who had taken 
refuge in Roman country; (b) a fine of £8 to be paid by the Romans 

1 H allelujah is H ebrew Alleluiah, i .e. 'Praise (you)Jeho \'ah" (. hala l' to praise and 'yah', 
an abbreviation of Yehovah) . 

• L eaders and Landmarks in European History from early to modern til1l.es ( [9'4), by 
A. R. H. Moncrieff and Rev. H'. J. Chaytor. Vol. I. P; [51 . 
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for every fug itive not to be traced; (c) severa l ma rkets were to be open 
both to the Huns and the Romans ; (d) Rome was to make no a lliance 
with a ny tribe tha t may be at war w ith Attila . After this tem­
pora ry peace with Rome which lasted for 8 years, th'e Huns reduced 
Scythia to.subjuga tion and then thought of a ttacking Persia again. 
They had at one time already ravaged Media , a part of Persia . They 
also adva nced westwards to the Rhine a nd fought wi th the Burgun­
dia ns. The Roma n Empire was at the time divided into two Empires, 
the Eastern a nd the Western. They invaded both (A. D. 441). They 
a ttacked Constantinople, but peace wa s soon made, whereby Attila was 
offered thrice the previous a nnual tribute, viz. , ,£84,000 and a large sum 
as indemnity. Bleda died in 445 A. D. So Attila ruled a lone. 
Buring the a bove negotia tions, Theodosius had plotted .for his assassina­
tion. Attila censured him for want of honour a nd courage, but, before 
he could do a nything , Theodosius died and was succeeded by Ma rcian, 
who refused to pay any tribute. Attila did not mind this refusa l, 
because hi s a ttention in the meantime was drawn towards the Western 
Empire where Princess Honoria , the sister of Valentinia n, who was 
once confined at Consta ntinople fo r her fra il ties, t ired of unmarried 
life, sent to him . her ring a nd a n offer of marriage. H e a ccepted 
tha t offer a nd then . began to cla im half the Roman Empire a s 
her dowry. The Visig oths were then hostile to the Romans. The 
Va nda ls offered to join him against these Visigoths undet' Theodoric. 
So,in 45I,he led a n army of 700,000 men throug h central Germany, and 
crossed the Rhine. H e defeated the Burg undia ns and passed throug h 
Gau), a nd was Checked joint ly by the Visig oths un der Theodoric a nd 
the Romans under Genera l Actius at Cha lons1 on the Marne. In the 
g reat ba ttle that was fought, Theodoric was k illed. His son Thoris­
mund retrieved the fortun e of the day a nd drove Attila ba ck to his 
camp. Attila is said to have lost from 160,000 to 300,000 men. But this 
is believed to be some exaggeration, as this defeat was not a crushing 
d efeat for the Huns, who withdrew for the time to their headquarters 
at somewhere near modern Budapest. Next year, Attila invaded the ' 
country on the Adria tic. Venice owes its fou ndation to this inroad of 
the Huns, The fug itives from his ravages went a nd founded this city 
in the lagoons of the Adriatic Coast. Attila then marched against 
R ome, which would have fa llen, had it not been saved by the embassy 
of Pope L eo. It is said tha t Pope Leo boldly came to him and 
threateningly warned him saying : " Thus fa r a nd no fur ther. " It is 
believed that St. Peter and St. Paul also appeared miracwously before 
Att ila a nd threa tened him. Att ila at once withdrew from a ny further 
a ttack on Rome. The motive of the withdrawal is not known. He 

) Some wntrrs say tha t the place of his defrat was l\1ory and not Chalons. 
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was moved more by superstit ion a t the serious words of a pries t tha n 
by mercy, a nd abstained from entering into Rome. This event saved the 
Roman civilization from the hands of the Huns. Shortly after, 
he died (453 A.D.) from the bursting of a blood vessel on the very 
night of his marriage with lIdiko or Hilda , a beautiful Gothic maiden. 
Under the ba nner Lf Attila's Huns, there foug ht, a t one time, some of 
the German tribes· - the Ostrogoths, Gepidre, Alani, H eruli a nd ma ny 
other Teutonic tribes. His Huns ruled over countries extending from 
the Rhine to the frontiers of Chalon. His men looked at him with a 
superstitious awe as a god possessing t he iron-sword of the god of war. 
H e is said to have assumed the na me of the "Scourge of God" or 
" the Fear of the World. " H e was buried in a g olden coffin , covered 
over by a silver coffin, which , in its turn, was put in a n iron coffiQ. 
His Huns got his g rave dug by war-prisoners , who then were killed 
immediately, so that the place of his tomb ma:y not be known to 
others. 1 

The g reat Germa n na ti onal epic, known as Nibelungenlied, refers to 
Attila . According to this epic, Kriemhild was 

The German epic the widow of one Siegfried, who was murdered 
and Attila . 

out of jealousy by Gunther, her brother, the King 
of Burg undy. On her husband 's death, she married Attila a nd 
thoug ht of aveng ing the death of her first husba nd. She asked Attila 
to invite her brother and his nobles to dinner at Buda Pesth. She 
then asked her friends to a ttack them. They all were killed by sword 
or fi re. She a lso then died. 

It was the invasion of Europe by Attila preceded by tha t of Allaric, 

The Invasion of 
Atilla giving a blow 
to Persian Mithra­
ism in Europe, 

tha t gave a strong blow to Mithraism that had 
spread in Europe from the Persia n towns of 
Asia Minor, &c. , the dissemina ting medium being 
the Roman legions, the Syrian a nd other mer­
chants a nsi slaves, the imperia l officers, &c. 2 

Mithraism had spread even in Brita in, where several Mithrrea 
have been excavated. 3 It had spread in Germany" a nd it i? saId, that 
it were the German legions who forml~d a part of the Roma n army of 
occupa tion in Britain tha t had a g reat hand in its spreaJ there, in 
various places like York , ' Gloucester, Chester a nd even as fa r in the 

1. For some further particulars about Attila, vide ,. Leaders and Landmarks in 
E uropean History" by Mr. Moncrieff a nd Rev. Chaytor, pp. '.S' et seq:' 

• " T be Mysteries of Mithra" by PrOf. Franz CumoDt, transla ted from the second revised 
French pditinn hy Thomas J. McCormack (1<1"3), pp. 40 et seg., 6, et seg., 74 et seg. 
, 3 I bid .. pp. 50 et seq . 

• " Forerunners and R ivals of Christianity, being Studies in R elig ious History from 330 

B. C. to 330 A. D," by F. Legge ('9'5), Vol. n, p. '30, n. 3. 
























































































